[Butterfly-shaped dystrophy of the macula with absent pre-beta-fraction of the electropherogram of the serum lipoproteins (author's transl)].
A case of butterfly-shaped dystrophy of the macula is described. Clinical and electrophysiological data are compared with those of 11 cases described in the literature. An aberrant electropherogram of the lipoproteins examined at two different laboratories was found to be present. The serum lipoproteins showed total lack of the pre-beta-fraction. Two children of the patient were examined, too. They showed minimal macular changes which however did not justify the diagnosis of butterfly-shaped dystrophy. Their pre-beta-lipoprotein fractions of the electropherogram were below the Finish standards. The proband is the first case of butterfly-shaped macular dystrophy described from Finland and therefore it was not possible to control the laboratory findings on other cases. The absence of the pre-beta-lipoprotein fraction might be an important feature of butterfly-shaped dystrophy of the macula.